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 A1.2 

Rattlesnake Hill Log of Board Meetings, page 1

Rattlesnake Gutter Trust Board Meetings to discuss CR

     meetings with Conservation Commissin and Select Board

     combine their role as owners with their role as town boards 

     approving any CR.

date Discussion/decision

7/14/2010 RGT: CPA has requested that RGT take CRs on all four CPA-funded 

     properties. Board agreed.

8/7/2010 Conservation Commission: Update by Eva Gibavic and Mary Alice Wilson

    on CRs for all 4 properties, but especially Stetson Adams which is

    owned by the ConCom. Board review, did not find problems, will get 

    full text in October.

9/13/2010 Select Board: discussed all four CPA-funded CRs. Will get text in October.

9/14/2010 RGT: Discussed all for CPA-funded CRs. Will get text in October

10/15/2010 RGT and ConCom given print and electronic copy of CRs 

to review

10/20/2010 RGT Board discussed rock climbing changes to CR draft.

11/17/2010 RGT Board discussed proposed changes in wording to prohibit rock

    climbing on the property.

11/30/2010 Select Board meeting about proposed changing in wording. Board found

    proposal unacceptable, asked RGT and ConCom to improve wording

12/15/2010 RGT board discussion of improved wording of CR.Also report on first of 

    two days of on-the-ground survey (Dec 8 and 16). 

12/22/2010 Subcommittee of RGT and ConCom discussion of improved wording of CR

1/6/2011 RGT subcommittee revised Rattlesnake Hill, distributed to Board for their

    approval

1/26/2011 RGT board review timeline for CR draft process

2/7/2010 ConCom meeting about Rattlesnake Hill and CRs generally, requested

    copies of CRs and baselines electronically.

3/2/2011 RGT discussed problems with survey. Will need second survey, Will hold

    this CR and baseline until survey problem solved.

3/14/2011 ConCom reviewed CDs delivered earlier. Asked that all CRs be aligned 

   (for example on hunting. Change made.)

3/17/2011 Select Board received copies of CR and baselines on CD, no significant

   changes, did not need discussion. (This was day revised copies of 4

   CRs sent to Boston.)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 A1.3 

Rattlesnake Hill Log of Board Meetings,  page two

3/30/2011 RGT update - waiting for Boston for all four CRs. For Rattlesnake Hill, still

   problems with survey, but have to wait for snow to melt.

4/11/2011 ConCom update - waiting for Boston

4/28/2011 RGT reviewed and voted on other 3 CRs. Rattlesnake Hill held until signed

   agreement on property line with Hank Berry.

7/11/2011 ConCom reviewed and accepted C&E Field CR with changes recommended

    by Boston. Rattlesnake Hill CR to be changed to reflect Boston's

    recommendations.

7/27/2011 RGT update. Waiting for Hank Berry

9/7/2011 RGT Board reviewed changes in C&E Field CR and voted to approve both

    that CR and baseline. Rattlesnake Hill will be changed as appropriate to

    reflect Boston's recommendations.)

9/13/2011 Select Board reviewed, voted on C&E Field CR with changes from and

    baseline. Rattlesnake Hill to reflect same changes.

10/2/2011 CR draft sent to RGT (on website) and ConCom in time for October 

    meetings, final additions await Town Meeting

9/30/2011  Selectboard meeting. Motion made to approve the Purchase & Sale

    Agreement for the .2992 acres to Hank Berry contingent upon town

    meeting approval at the October 25
th
 STM.  Vote 3-0 in favor.  

    The P&S was signed.

10/25/2011 Town Meeting, Warrant Article  #5, (transfer of 0.2992 acres to Hank Berry

    and use funds remaining to help defray additional costs) passed,

    unanimous voice vote

RGT vote to authorize representative to sign CR and baseline

Select Board vote to sign CR and baseline

ConCom vote to sign CR

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 A2.1 

Leverett Assessor’s Map, page 3, lot 66 (recopy after town vote) 
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A4.1 

Rattlesnake Hill Conservation Restriction: Forest Description 

 

A flat-topped ridge runs down the long axis of the 18 acre property from its high point (890 ft) 

near the southwest edge to its low point (807 ft) near the northeast corner. The land slopes 

steeply away from the ridge to the southeast and moderately to the northwest. The slopes, 

particularly the southeast slope, have occasional horizontal ledges with small cliffs followed by 

almost-flat shelves that make both walking and tree growth difficult (Photo 1 and Map 1, 

topographic map).  

 

There are two views. One to the west toward Mt Greylock from the ridge above the Hank Berry 

house. The view has been kept open by cutting trees. The other to the south and east over 

Rattlesnake Gutter Road from the cliffs that form the eastern boundary of the property. There is 

an unmarked trail on the western edge of the property. We saw no stone walls or old roads, but 

there were numerous old stumps and dead oaks lying on the ground, even some dead oaks 

leaning on other trees (Photos 1 and 2). 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   1. Steep slope on eastern side, dead oaks            2. More gradual slope on western side, 10/25/2011    

      caught in the branches of other trees 10/20/2011          (Plot 2, looking south, see map) 

     (Plot 11, looking north, see map)   
 

The vegetation throughout the property is predominantly large hemlock trees, with occasional 

large white pines and scattered smaller red oak, red maple and chestnut oak trees in park-like 

stands with sparse understory (Table 1, photo 3). The few shrubs present in these stands are 

predominantly mountain laurel, much of it dead.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Park-like stand with sparse understory 

    (Plot 7, looking south, see map) 10/25/2011 



  

A4.2 

Along the northwest slope from the corner by plot 1 to beyond the cleared area for the view there 

were, in addition to scattered large trees, small trees, predominantly hemlock, with dense, 

healthy mountain laurel thickets in openings (photos 4 and 5).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      4. Changing slope at West end of north line            5. Tangle of mountain laurel 

          (Point K on map, looking south) 10/20/2011                (Plot 4, see map) 10/25/2011 

  

There is also a strip of younger trees, mostly paper birch, black birch and red maple along the 

southern half of the ridge, starting at about point A. This strip can be seen as openings in the 

orthophoto (see Map 2). In a plot at point A, we measured four paper birch, three black birch and 

two red maples all from 3 to 7 inches dbh* (photo 6). At point C, we measured red oaks 13 to 17 

inches dbh in a small stand. Throughout the property, we also saw occasional witch hazel, just a 

few blueberries, several striped maples north of plot 10 and one small shadbush tree. We did not 

see any invasive species. 

 

 

       
       

 

       

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

6. Opening in canopy on central ridge   7. Fallen oak with rotted root (not blow-down) 

(Point A on map, looking south)10/20/2011     (Plot 2, see map) 10/25/2011 

 

The fallen dead oak trees were mostly sound so had fallen fairly recently. There were no blow-

down mounds; they had tipped over, apparently after the roots had rotted (photo 7). These dead 

oaks were probably killed by the gypsy moth almost thirty years ago, but did not fall down till 



  

A4.3 

the roots had rotted. The larger dead oaks may have been salvaged, leaving the cut stumps. The 

increased light on the forest floor created by the death of the oaks then permitted the growth of 

the younger trees we saw along the northwest slope and on the ridge. 

 

Although we saw no hemlock wooly adelgid we were told it was present. Given the widespread 

incidence of adelgid in the area, if it is not there already it probably soon will be. Death of 

overstory hemlock would have major effects on the vegetation. Living mountain laurel would 

grow faster, but its clonal spread is slow. New vegetation would probably be birches and red 

maple similar to that in the young strip along the ridge. Where there are presently red and 

chestnut oaks, their seedlings would probably become established. There might also be invasive 

species not currently present.  

 

Bill Wilson, October 26, 2011 

 

 

 

*dbh = diameter at breast height (4.5 feet) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

A4.4 

Table 1. Rattlesnake Hill Conservation Restriction: Tree Measurements

Rattlesnake Hill tree measurements from 12 10-factor variable radius plots  10/16/2011

Trees were tallied on all plots, diameters measured on only  6 plots (*below)

**basal area is the cross sectional area of a tree at 4.5 feet

Number of trees tallied per plot

Plot Hemlock

White 

Pine

Chestnut 

Oak

Red 

Oak

Red 

Maple

Paper 

Birch

Black 

Birch Total

Median 

diameter 

(inches)

Basal 

area**  

feet
2
/acre

*1 13 2 1 16 16.95 160 NW slope

2 13 2 2 2 2 21  210 NW slope

*3 9 5 3 1 18 14.05 180 Ridge

4 6 3 2 1 12 120 NW slope

*5 11 3 1 1 16 18.35 160 NW slope

7 13 3 1 1 3 21 210 Ridge

*8 5 4 3 12 14.20 120 Ridge

9 6 2 4 1 13 130 SE slope

10 5 1 3 3 12 120 SE slope

*11 11 1 2 14 13.40 140 SE slope

12 11 2 2 2 17  170 SE slope

*13 11 2 2 1 16 12.15 160 Ridge

mean 

number 

/plot 9.50 2.33 0.67 1.58 1.42 0.083 0.083

Basal area 

feet
2
/acre 95.0 23.3 6.7 15.8 14.2 0.83 0.83  

Mean number of trees/acre within diameter ranges (from 6 of the 12 plots)

Diameter 

range 

(inches) Hemlock

White 

Pine

Chestnut 

Oak

Red 

Oak

Red 

Maple

Paper 

Birch

Black 

Birch

>20 6.9 2.9 *** ***

15-20 22.2 7.7 0.8 1.0  

10-15 34.9 8.4 7.8 9.5

5-10 52.6 1.2 3.3 14.8

*** no trees on measured plots

Biggest 

diameter  

measured 27.7 26.0 19.9 17.7 9.4
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