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BY-LAWS 

OF THE 

RATTLESNAKE GUTTER TRUST 

 

Adopted: January 14, 1988 

Amended: June 6, 2004 

 

ARTICLE I. Name. 

 

The name of this organization shall be the Rattlesnake Gutter Trust, hereinafter called the Trust. 

 

ARTICLE II. Purpose. 

 

Section 1. To promote the educational, environmental, historical and agricultural welfare of  lands 

worthy of preservation in Leverett and adjacent towns. 

 

Section 2. Limitations of Methods. The Trust in its activities shall be non-profit, non-partisan and 

non-sectarian. 

 

Section 3. Goals. The goals of the Trust are to preserve land in Leverett and vicinity for the 

appreciation and use of the public by acquiring rights in land, developing measures to support and 

preserve the land and educating the public in the use, appreciation and conservation of the land. 

 

ARTICLE III. Membership. 

 

Section 1. Classes of Membership. The Trust shall be composed of active members, patrons and 

honorary members. 

 

Section 2. Eligibility. 

 

(a) Active Membership. Open to any person who has paid annual dues.    

 

(b) Patron.  Firms, corporations, associations and organizations who offer financial support 

to the Trust shall be eligible for patron membership upon approval by the Board of Trustees. 

 

(c) Honorary Membership. Any person who has rendered a significant service to the Trust or 

the community-at-large may be elected by the Board of Trustees for honorary membership 

by a three-fourths vote of the Trustees present. 

 

ARTICLE IV. Board of Trustees. 

 

Section 1. The governing of the Trust, the direction of its work, and the control of its property shall 

be vested in a Board of Trustees consisting of no fewer than five nor more than fifteen members.  

The Trustees shall promote and uphold the goals established in Article II Section 3 of the By-Laws. 

 

Section 2. Trustees to serve on the Board shall be residents of Leverett and elected  at the Annual 

Meeting to serve for terms of 1, 2, or 3 years in such a way as to ensure a yearly rotation of 

approximately 1/3 of the Board.    
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Section 3. Trustees shall designate as officers two Co-Chairs, a Treasurer and a Secretary from 

within the Board following the Annual Meeting to serve for one year. 

 

Section 4. The duties of the officers shall be such as their titles, by general usage, would indicate 

and such as are required by law and such as may be assigned to them respectively by the Board of 

Trustees from time to time. 

 

Section 5. The Trustees shall have the power to hire an Executive Director and any other and all 

persons necessary in their opinion to carry out the purposes of this organization and shall fix their 

salaries and duties. 

 

Section 6. The Trustees shall have the power to fill unexpired terms between Annual Meetings and 

elect replacement officers by a 2/3 vote of those present at any regular Board of Trustees meeting.  

 

Section 7. A Trustee absent from three consecutive meetings without an excuse deemed valid and 

so recorded shall be construed as having submitted his or her resignation.  

 

Section 8. A Trustee may be removed from office by a 2/3 vote of the Board of Trustees for failing 

to promote and uphold the goals set forth in Article II Section 3 of the By-laws. 

 

ARTICLE V. Committees. 

 

Section 1. Appointment.  The Co-Chairs shall appoint all Standing and Ad hoc Committee 

Members subject to the approval of the Board of Trustees. 

 

Section 2. Nominating Committee. At a meeting of the Board of Trustees held prior to the Annual 

Meeting, a nominating committee of three Trustees shall be appointed whose duty it shall be to 

prepare and to present at the Annual Meeting a slate of candidates for Trustees. Other nominations 

for Trustee may be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting. 

 

Section 3. Auditing. An Auditing Committee of three members shall be appointed annually, whose 

duty shall be to audit the books and accounts of the Treasurer and the Secretary at the close of the 

fiscal year. The fiscal year is the calendar year. The Auditing Committee shall report its findings to 

the Board of Trustees by March 31st. 

 

ARTICLE VI Meetings. 

 

Section 1. Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting of members of the Trust shall be held within six 

months of the end of the fiscal year of said Trust as the Board of Trustees shall direct. Whenever 

possible the Notice of the Annual Meeting shall be published in the Leverett town newsletter. 

 

Section 2. The Board of Trustees may provide for such additional meetings of the members as they 

deem necessary, duly notified as provided above. 

 

Section 3. All Active and Honorary Members are eligible to vote. At any Annual Meeting or 

additional meetings of the Trust, ten members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

business.  
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Section 4. The Board of Trustees shall meet at least four times each year. A majority of the 

currently serving members of the Board of Trustees shall constitute a quorum. 

 

Section 5. Notice. Each Trustee shall be notified in writing one week in advance of such meetings, 

and with the notice shall be given an agenda of the business to be considered, and minutes of the 

previous meeting. 

 

Section 6. Special Meetings and votes. Special meetings of the Board of Trustees may be called by 

the Co-Chairs or at the written request to the Secretary, signed by not less than three Trustees; 

unless all of the Trustees in writing waive notice of the meeting, a call for a special meeting shall 

state the purpose and shall be made not less than one week preceding the day of the meeting.    

 

Section 7. An e-mail vote can be taken between meetings provided that the request is made by at 

least one co-Chair and no fewer than three Trustees, that the vote be on a specific issue arising at 

the previous meeting, and that all Trustees receive notice of the specific question one week before 

the date of the vote. An e-mail motion requires a 2/3 majority of the presently serving Trustees. 

The voting is to be tallied by two Board members and recorded in the minutes of the next Trustees 

meeting. 

 

Section 8. Any action by the Board of Trustees may be taken between meetings without one-week's 

notice if 2/3 of the Trustees consent in writing to this action. Such written consents shall be filed 

with the minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Trustees. 

 

Article VII. Amendments to the By-laws. 

 

Provided that Article II shall not in any way be contravened, these By-laws may be altered, 

amended, or replaced by new By-laws by the two-thirds majority of the Members present at the 

Annual Meeting or at any special meeting of the Members, provided that notice is given to 

members at least one week prior to the meeting stating what action is to be considered.  


