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at the Town Hall and carpool to Long Hill.

FRIENDS OF RATTLESNAKE GUTTER TRUST
SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1993

6 PM Hike and Picnic Supper
LONG HILL NATURAL AREA

If you have not yet hiked the half~mile climb to the top of the hill, we invite you to pack your picnic supper
and join us before the annual meeting. On a clear day you can see five towns and two states! We’ll meet

8 PM TOWN HALL
Election of Trustees
Dessert & Social Hour

PEREGRINATIONS

Once when I was poking around a used book-
store in Northampton, I found a fieldbook of natural
history, published in 1949. I use it more than any of
my other fieldbooks, because it gives a description of
the plants and animals I live with in Leverett.

In addition to giving the natural history, each en-
try comments on the “value” of the organism to
man. Spruce grouse is “‘of some economic impor-
tance as a destroyer of insects, flesh unpalatable in
winter.” The Hessian fly does “millions of dollars of
damage to wheat each year”, black flies are to be
“controlled by spraying with DDT.” Red oak is
“good for heavy construction...” and live oak is a
“valuable tree for shipbuilding.”” White birch is of
much economic importance for dowels and spools,
but yellow birch is not recommended for encour-
agement. Lesser duckweed is useful for wildlife
management, wild calla and rockweed are of little or
no economic importance, while vine kelp is
harvested commercially.

With these entries, the book presents nature not
only as something that biologists know about but
also as a resource to be exploited by human beings,
a resource that is a component of the human
economic system, to be turned into products or prop-
erty, to be employed or devalued according to its
commercial potential.

My old book is a great help to me in identifying
the birds, animals, and plants that live with me in
North Leverett. But it isn’t much help in developing
a land ethic for the 1990’s. One of its weaknesses lies
in its economic approach. As Aldo Leopold wrote
(around the time my fieldbook was published),
“nature” can’t be treated like a commercial resource
or a piece of property, with whatever isn’t profitable

“sprayed to death or turned into a parking lot.

To understand nature, we need a newer biology,
a very different sort of integration, and a more in-

clusive set of ethics than those represented by my
old fieldbook.
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