Friday, June 22, 2001

Notes from meeting at East Leverett Meadow with Karen Searcy

(Meadow had not yet been mowed - we walked around meadow on trail.)

Roadside Wood:

Some native grass mixed in with the introduced grasses

South Edge:

Can see that the area west of the trail to the hickory was farmed - asparagus still growing. 

Dogbane under hickory

Gray panicled dogwood in "cherry island" is aggressive - keep edges under control or it will get into the meadow and surrounding grassy areas.

Sumac clone just beyond that has obviously already moved into the field - have to continue to control/mow.

Floodplain area south of sumac (Killdeer area). There are native grasses here. Poverty grass (fuzzy base of the stem and last years growth curled at base) and Little Bluestem.

Shinny sumac (shorter clone) is a nice plant to have.

West Edge

Wet area has a variety of rushes and sedges - native plants. In the long run not mowing this area every year might increase the diversity of native plants.

Beaver Pond

Area just west of power pole is an old wetland. Plant with large, asymmetrical blades is probably Acorus calamus (an introduced species) but might be a more unusual native species.

New area (on east side) is just flooded meadow.

Orchard

Nothing especially unusual

Mulberry tree on the eastern edge in the sumac is probably a male (which explains why I haven't seen any fruit!)

Wet area in the meadow has native grasses. Again, not mowing every year might increase diversity.

Eastern edge

Nothing unusual

Meadow itself 

Has obviously been planted with alfalfa, clover and timothy. And is in remarkably good shape (no invasive species). Presumably frequent mowing helps. (I later learned that it has only been used for hay for about 10 years - was corn field before.)

Overall

Except for ... at the beaver pond, there are not really unique plants (in part because there are no wet acidic areas). However, there is a remarkable diversity of the expected plants - both the introduced meadow (and edge) plants and the native plants. For example, there are 4 kinds of goldenrod, 6 sedges, 2 rushes.

It is important to monitor (remove) invasive edge plants.

Karen will be visiting the meadow again when the asters, goldenrods and fall grasses are in bloom.

