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Appendices  

 

A1.  Dates of Rattlesnake Gutter Board Discussions and Baseline 

 Documentation visit 

 

A2.  Assessor’s Map, map 8, lots 7, 8, and 92 

 

A3.  Neighboring Deeds 

 

p. A3.1  Plan of Land, David M. Smith Revocable Trust, Plan Book 125, 

p. 45 

 

p. A3.2  Chart 

 

Deeds 

 

p. A3.03 Adams,  3133, 191 

 

p. A3.07 Donovan,  2356, 280 

 

p. A3.14 Fitts (present owner unknown), 126, 359 

 

p. A3.15 Kirley and Peter Kosloski, 2314,146; PB 39, 19 

 

p. A3.18 William Kosloski and Ashby, 1730, 324 

 

p. A3.19 Peter Kosloski and sons, 1296, 129 

 

p. A3.20 Mosher to Rattlesnake Gutter Trust, 4707, 306 

 

p. A3.22 Robinson, 2248, 152 

 

p. A3.25 Staleva 1406, 65, (also see A 3.17  PB 39, 119) 

 

p. A3.27 W.D.Cowls, 521,13 

 

p. A3.28 Weitzman and Kalkstein, 2240, 39; PB 56, 34 

 

p. A3.31 Western Mass Electric (east of power line), 1196, 641 

 

p. A3.32 Western Mass Electric (west of power line), 1457, 197 

 
 
A4. Geology Report 
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David M. Smith Conservation Restriction 2008 

 

 

Dates of Rattlesnake Gutter Trust Board discussions: 

 

February 26, 2008. Background, first review 

 

April 1, 2008. Update 

 

May 13, 2008. Vote to support CR application to state 

 

June 17, 2008. Update 

 

 

Date of baseline documentation visit: 

 

April 5, 2008 

 

Owners were not able to accompany us on a visit to the property. David Smith lives in 

Connecticut and is not able to travel. His daughters live in Tennessee and Colorado. 

Discussions and editing of documents were, therefore, conducted by mail and email.  
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First CR

date of deed/CR: 3-May-99

baseline

or

monitoring

date of

data 

collection

owner

invited by

owner

present

present 

owner

owned since

RGT

participants  

(1)

RGT

participants  

(2)

RGT

participants  

(3)

RGT

participants  

(4)

photos

(#, film 

or

digital?)

other

documentation

?

date

report

filed RGT

date

report 

sent

to owner

notes

next 

monitoring 

date

FIRST CR

baseline 4/19/2003 Matt Kelty no* CR given Matt Kelty Mary Alice Wilson 10, film

monitoring fall 2004 Matt Kelty Mary Alice Wilson report not found 1-May-05 fall 2006

8/4/2007
Matt Kelty

Mary Alice 

Wilson 8/5/2005 8/5/2005

* David Smith lived in New Haven and was in poor health

      note: David Smith deeded property (and CR) to daughters Ellen and Nancy, Book 5314, p. 85

SECOND CR

baseline/monitoring data

baseline 4/5/2008 Matt Kelty no* Matt Kelty Mary Alice Wilson 57, d gps

*while David Smith lived to 2009, he was in poor health and his daughters, who own the property, live in Tennessee and Colorado 

Baseline and Monitoring First CR (1999), Baseline Second CR (2007) 
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Assessor’s Property Map, 7/16/2005 

Smith CR, lots 8-92, 8-7 and 8 (combined) 
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Geology of the Smith Property, Smith Conservation Restriction 2008 

 

 

 The bedrock of the Smith Conservation Area consists of Precambrian Dry Hill 

Gneiss and Poplar Mountain Gneiss.  These metamorphic rocks generally strike north-

south and dip to the west on the property.  They are part of the Pelham Dome, a doubly-

plunging anticline that extends approximately 45 km north-south from Northfield to 

Belchertown.  The Pelham Dome consists of uplifted Precambrian metamorphic rocks 

blanketed on its margins by younger sedimentary rocks.  The Pelham Dome is one of 

several such Precambrian-cored gneiss domes in New England.  It is the only dome north 

of southern Connecticut that contains Late Proterozoic aged rocks (~604 Ma) that have 

characteristics suggesting that they were originally part of northern Africa.  These rocks 

were sutured to North America as part of the Gander terrane during the Salinic Orogeny, 

approximately 420 million years ago.  Most rocks of this age and origin are found in the 

eastern part of the state.  The Pelham dome rocks are thought to have been underthrust 

beneath existing central Massachusetts rocks, and to now be visible by virtue of a 

‘window’ through younger Paleozoic rocks that once covered them.   

  

 The Dry Hill Gneiss and the Poplar Mountain Gneiss on the Smith property and in 

immediately surrounding areas are interlayered, and detailed geologic mapping to 

document the precise location of outcrops of the two formations has not yet been done.  

The two are similar in appearance: the Dry Hill Gneiss consists of microcline gneiss, 

quartzites, and rare schists and amphibolites.  It is pink to gray, medium- to coarse-

grained.  It is composed of quartz, microcline, oligoclase, biotite, +/- hornblende.  Its 

most distinctive characteristic is megacrysts of pink microcline and white plagioclase.  

Several workers have suggested that the Dry Hill Gneiss was a felsic volcanic rock prior 

to metamorphism.   

  

 The Poplar Mountain Gneiss both overlies and underlies the Dry Hill Gneiss 

regionally due to folding, but it has been interpreted (Oxboel, 1998, UMass M.S. thesis) 

to be slightly younger than the Dry Hill Gneiss.  It consists of a lower quartzite member 

and an upper gneiss member.  The quartzites are gray to brown.  The gneiss member 

consists mostly of light- to dark-gray gneiss consisting of quartz, microcline, oligoclase, 

and biotite, +/- muscovite.  It hosts more mica than the Dry Hill Gneiss, allowing the two 

to be distinguished in the field.  It also has a darker gray matrix, and white megacrysts of 

feldspar. The Poplar Mountain Gneiss may have originally been sedimentary rock that 

was derived from erosion and sedimentation of the underlying Dry Hill Gneiss.   

 

 

April 14, 2008 

Sheila Seaman, Associate Professor 

Department of Geosciences 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 

 

 


