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1. Location and Directions

Cave Hill Conservation Area: Directions

From the Leverett Town Hall go north on Montague Road
about 1.8 miles.

Turn right/east on Cave Hill Road and continue about 1.3 miles
to the top of the hill.

There is a signed parking area on your left/west.



2. Brief land description

Address: Cave Hill Road, Leverett, MA 01054
Acreage: 102 acres
Structures: None

Physical Description: 102 acres on the west sidebf Cave Hill Road. Eastern portion is
rolling/hilly; the higher western (larger) portiama series of north-south ledges/cliffs.

Special Habitats: Two certified Vernal Pools (thifdrnal Pool has been submitted for
certification); headwaters of at least 4 seasamehms; diverse forest habitats from wetlands to
ledges.

Special species: Bird inventory not complete, lfus@ecies of nesting forest birds were
documented, deer common, porcupines winter in @regimg ledges.

Special views: View east from above the first seaécliffs (just off the Upper Cliff Trail) of the
Peace Pagoda and Brushy Mountain; view from théhsast cliffs to the southeast of Brushy
Mountain and Joshua Hill; view within the propeatycliffs from the western section of the
Cave Hill Loop Trail.

Special other:

Property abuts a 111-acre Conservation Restrittidhe southwest (held by MA DCR)
which in turn abuts a 130-acre Conservation Areaemi\by MA DFW.

The Property includes a series of north-south sd@ée rocks that make up these cliffs
mark an important geological boundary between aonantinent that was once part of
Africa and rocks formed on the North American coetital margin.

Long history of land use includes Native Americanetnonial landscape and being part
of the Town Farm (1866-1890).

Property has established, well-used trails. A netke@ce trail and parking lot will
provide continued public access.



3. Maps of the Cave Hill Conservation Area

Cave Hill Conservation Area:
Nearby Protected Properties

2 . N :
W] /)) R\ $) o‘\\ AN \\

\" A

L A
A S \“‘ /,;*/0 Ay = t\\“:\ fo
N LN Y iy
/ Wi =0
N2\ 58N NS &

= Rattlesnake Gutter Trust (RGT)

= Town of Leverett (town)

== Massachusetts Dept. of Conservation and .Recreation (MA DCR)
mm Massachusetts Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (MA DFW)



Cave Hill Conservation Area: Orthophoto
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Cave Hill Conservation Area:
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red striped area = BioMap2: Critical Natural Landscape

orange striped area = Biomap2: Core Habitat

Blue dot is Vernal Pool #3, application submitted 6/27/2014

Green dots are certified Vernal Pools (MassGIS Dec 2013)



Cave Hill Conservation Area Trails (status 9/1/2014)

Cave Hill Peach;3 M’/’eagoda
Conservation Area :
arkling lot

(Town-owned; RGT CR) paring
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VP = Vernal Pools
Until the parking lot is complete, please continue to use the Peace Pagoda

lower parking lot.
To help with this or other trail networks: concom@Ileverett.ma.us

For print copies of this map: Leverett Library or www.rattlesnakeguttertrust.org/trails



Registry of Deeds Plan Book 13§56

In

: Frankli

Survey

e " 20027 N
ogh 0 st 0 sese avoy ¥371 3 TIVONVY
WOO'ODQUOIDRIY  —  [IDWS. A [
(x0)) 9/68-G8G-S1Y _ 663L a5~ p o
suzsoveton oo - SSELEE, oo ‘SLIZSNHOVSSYA 40 HITVIHNOAMOD 3HL 20 SO330 30 s T ™
SHQLIENS ci] TWNOISS3i0Nd OIS SuauSioR L 10 SNOLYINORI ONY STINH 0261 IHL itk
“ONI 'SIIVI00SSY NV NOLY3 1 GIONVH ” ALIWSOANOD NI G3uYe3dd N338 SYH NY1d SIKL LYAL 140434 |
10z ‘82 VA 0=k AWOS £ %
&

L1134¥3A317 40 NMO.
904 QRIVdIg L 3HL uwa»e

SLL3SNHOYSSYA ‘LI3Y3IATT 22 oy
NI GNYT 40 Nvid .x.%w
«03¥IND3Y LON TVAOY¥ddY NOISIAIQENS,

282 30vd 5265 34008
3V L KoLK

S3YOV FELLLTOL
1z 3972 21 %008
NISNGP '8 INNVOL ONY T A¥YD
40 GNYY ONNIVIG

3795 0L 10N

dVYIN SN30T

TIVM INOLS  eesmecsee
1831 0¥3d

NI G3HMVHNN
GNNOB_3NOLS GNNO3
QNNOS 3L3HONOD GNNOA
135 NvEd

Nig NO¥I GNNO4

TaN3IIT

ceomad

(ASNYNS SHL 20 3ML 3HL LY
GNNONO 3HL NO UNNOJ 3ONIQA3 ON)
81 30vd ‘Sz 008
GNY 661 20vd ‘045 Y008
N G300033 SINGNGSV3 SO
0L 103°8rS 38 AWA S001
“$10Z ‘91 N4V CIUVD 301440 SHL A8
NISNG 305 3M¥ebd NV1d SOW3Nd 335
‘GAIANCO 38 OL I ONY LT 30Vd 'ZHEL 4008
30 NOW0d 'V 33 Z 107 NV 1 10T

*S3LONx

T T

NHOHS 3u¥ SAVM MIN ¥04 ¥O_ dIHSHINNO

NMOHS SINIT AL¥3c0Nd 3HL LVHL 180d3¥ |

10



4. Brief History

History of the Cave Hill Conservation Area
This property has a long history of use. Levdadts within the area of the Pocumtuck
federation, one of the Algonquin-speaking Tribedlew England, whose area encompassed the
Connecticut River Valley in what is now Massachtssefhere are a number of confirmed
encampment areas within Leverett that are listel the Massachusetts Historical Commission,
one within approximately a mile of the Cave Hillridervation Area. ldentified by the National
Register of Historic Places in a 2008 eligibilitgaisiort, all of Leverett falls within an area
identified as a Tribal ceremonial district based umner's Falls. Representatives of the
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) and theadgmamsett Tribe Historic Preservation
Offices have identified numerous ceremonial langdscgtone structure features in Levérett
Stone features typical of ceremonial landscapes hav sk \g‘f‘ '
been identified on the Cave Hill Conservation Area  f ; TR
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to the north where it ended at the junction of 3aokHill and Hemenway Roads. The home of
Richard Montague near the junction was used asegimghouse, represented by a church on the
map. (Rattlesnake Gutter Road was not constructgédater in the 1830's.)

Information gained from deed research indicatas Moses Graves, who owned a parcel
that probably included part of the current Caved Bdnservation Area prior to 1803, was an
active purchaser of land being sold for taxes begmaround 1788. Moses was one of the
selectmen elected at the organizational meetlngéuerett on March 24 17‘?4 He sold the
property to his son Enos Graves in 180 3FSssgs= i o filanioy

His son also acquired quite a bit of land '*stmwml l&n\“h T ”"h b .f'/ $
in his life, in some cases, taking land for J' Pt \ =<8 ¥ 4
failure to pay mortgage debt. Enos sold r;‘ i x ; ! |
the same land to his son Kellogg, with th,e g Tl e \ S o, R
deed signed in 1816, but not registered | j i e {0 Y P

until 1864 - after Enos's death.) The 185\8w g
Walling Map, which included both house b ;
locations and names, listed K. Graveson..... & . "
Cave Hill Road. The Walling Map shows TR oo, 1 £ X
the extension of Cave Hill Road from the | { N o e g
junction of Jackson Hill and Hemenway = | Yo [ NI e g T
Roads to North Leverett, meeting Old n#;}.. et . e
I

Mill Road before it crossed the Saw Mill
River.

Kellogg Graves sold land, which # | =%
was probably a combination of his il
father’'s/grandfather’s property and #"_
additional land he had purchased, to the | "
Town of Leverett in 1868, to be used asy
the Town Farm, as shown on the 1871
Beers Atlas Map. The Town Farm soughy
to provide care for the indigent 1
population of the town, with the residentgéte
working the land to pay for the farm's  , )
operations. The system did not work :
well, though, as many of the residents _
were physically unable to work; When ——_ \
the farmhouse burned in 1889 it was not
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but the well is preserved at 53 Cave Hill
Road.
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The Town of Leverett sold the land to Edward gréam in 1890, who then sold the land
to Ralph N. Marvell in 1915. The land passed ttpRa children, Pascal H. and Alberta L.
(Marvell) Cronen. During their ownership, sectiaighe larger property where sold, including
the house lot. W.D. Cowls Lumber Company bougatiémd in 1960, at which point the deeds
indicate that various other sections were sold@ertiaps some sections added. W. D. Cowls
sold the 110-acre property to Gary L. and Joanni&Bsen in 1973.

Barbed wire on the west boundary is a clear irtdinghat the land was once pastureland
sometime after the invention of barbed wire in18&0's. Under Cowls Lumber Company and
Jensen ownership, the land was periodically loggétere is no indication that physical
structures, including barns or outbuildings, werergresent on this land.

!National Register of Historic Places/National Histd.andmarks Program, Determination of Eligibilifjhe
Turner's Falls Sacred Ceremonial Hill Site, 2008.

2 SeeThe Great Fall: Discovery, Destruction and Preservation in a Massachusetts Town. Film by Ted Timreck
prepared with Tribal representatives as evidencthfoNational Register.

3A History of Leverett, Massachusetts: With a Geneal ogy of Early Inhabitants, Ruth Ellen (Nickerson) Field, 1966

13



5. Relevant Deeds (historic deeds in Apppendix II)

Bk: 06535 Pg: 340

DT

Bk: 6636 Pg: 340 Frankiin County
Page: 10t3  08/10/2014 03:35 PM

Affected Premises: 102.7733+ Acres of Land on Cave Hill Road,
Leverett, Franklin County, Massachusetts, 01054

QUITCLAIM DEED

KNOW ALL MEN BY THE PRESENTS, that We, GARY L. JENSEN and
JOANNE B. JENSEN, husband and wife, both of 220 Ridge Trail,
Bozeman, Montana, ~for consideration paid, and in consideration
of TWO HUNDRED TEN THOUSAND AND NO ONE-HUNDREDTHS ($210,000.00)
DOLLARS grant to the CONSERVATION COMMISSION FOR THE TOWN OF
LEVERETT, a Massachusetts municipality, having a principal place
of business at 9 Montague Road, Leverett, Franklin County,

Massachusetts, with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS

The land in Leverett, Franklin County, Massachusetts, being
more particularly bounded and described as follows:

Please see Exhibit “A” for description of real estate known
and designated as Parcel of Land located Cave Hill Road,
Leverett, Franklin County, Massachusetts, for a more particular
description

Bk: 06535 Pg: 341

EXECUTED as a sealed instrument on OW 5
2014, 7

14



Bk: 06535 Pg: 342

EXHIBIT “A”

The land located in Leverett, Franklin County,
Massachusetts, on a Plan of Land in Leverett, Massachusetts,
prepared for the Town of Leverett, dated May 28, 2014, prepared
by Harold L. Eaton & Associates, 1Inc., described as the
remaining land of Gary L. and Joanne B. Jensen, Book 1342, Page
211 containing 102.7733%+ acres which Plan is recorded in the
Franklin County Registry of Deeds in Book of Plans _ \}b ,

Page St , to which Plan reference may be had for a more
particular description.

SUBJECT to a twenty-five foot (25') right of easement
granted by Ralph N. Marvell to the Western Counties Electric
Company to enter from the premises of 0.C. Marvell and extends
in a Northerly direction across said premises (known as the 0ld
Town Farm property) dated October 20, 1931 and recorded in the
Franklin County Registry of Deeds in Book 783, Page 88, to the
extent the same may be enforce and may affect the premises

The Grantors herein do not reserve a right of way over the
premises conveyed herein.

BEING a portion of the same premises conveyed to the
Grantors herein by Deed of W.D. Cowls, Inc. dated April 12, 1973
and recorded in the Franklin County Registry of Deeds in Book
1342, Page 211.

ATTEST: FRANKLIN, Scott A. Cote Register
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